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ditions Shows Best Time
Is At Present.

The year 1020 opened with a rate
of construction activity unprecedent-
ed for the winter season, Total con-
tractsa reached a maximum of over
£300,000,000 in the month of April
From that time on, for causes well
known generally, activity declined
more or less steadily to the end of the
year, December contracts amounted
to £100,000,000,

The amount of money involved in
construction contracts during 1920
in the twenty-five Northeastern States
of the country was practically the
same as in 1019, according lo statis-

tics compiled by the F. W. Dodge
Company. On account of greatly in-
ereased construction costs, this

amount of money, something over two
and a half billion dollars, pald for a
volume of construction that was
nearly one-fourth less in 1920 than
in 19019.

Comparing the past two years, the
most conspicuous feature of 1920 was
the decline In residential construction.
This class of construction represent-
ed 33 per cent of the total in the year
1919, and 22 per cent of the total in
1820, The amount of residential floor
space contracted for declined from
240,000,000 square feet in 1919 to 136,-
000,000 square feet in 1020,

In the amounts of money involved
in 1920 contracts, industrial plants
and public works and utilities both
exceeded residential buildings, each
representing about 23 per cent of the
year's total.

There was in 1920 an increase over
1919 in actual volume of construction
of educational bulldings.

In normal years the total estimated
cost of contemplated or projected
work reported is about 50 per cent in
excess of the total amount of con-
tracts awarded. In 19190 the total of
projected work was 68 per cent in ex
cegs of contracts awarded; in 1920 it
was 92 per cent in excess of contracts
awarded. These figures give an indi-
cation of the amount by which each
of the two years has run behind its
announced construction program,

FORECAST FOR 1921,

The construction industry enters
the new vear under conditions very
similar to those that prevailed at the
opening of the year 1919,

There is a considerable accumulated
demand for building, and activity is
very slow on account of unstabilized
price conditions and hesitation on the
part of prospective builders because
of uncertainties of future market con
dlitions.

At the opening of 1919 bullding ma-

terial prices had remalined, on the
average, at about the same level for
four months, They continued at this

level during the first quarter of 19190,
About April, 1910, many people were
convinced that building costs would
not fall, and activity increased rap-
idly; About two-thirds of the total
of that year's activity was contractad
or during the second haif of the year

It dsems likely that a somEwhat
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Gen. Pershing
Honor Guest at
Ft. Myer Drili

ITH Gen. John J, Pershing as
W the honor guest, a spectacu-

lar exhibition drill was
given yesterday afternoon in the
riding hall at Fort Myer by the
cavalry and artiizery forces sta-
tioned on the post. It was [ollow-
ed by a tea dance in the Adminis-
tration Buildimg® and the double
function, one of the most pictur-
esque events of the spring season
' brought out a notably brilliant
attendance,

A]ute of nineteen guns an-
nounced the general’'s arrival at
the riding hall, where he was
greeted by Col. Willilam €. Rivers,
commandant at Fort Myer. The
General reviewed the drill from an
specially decorated box, with mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps, high
officials and officers of the army
and navy, with the ladies of thelr
familles, grouped about him. The
drill hall was hung with flugs and
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Graceful, yet full of originallfy and
charm, is this attractive
which seems 80 much larger than
Horizontal lines dominate the
design and give an appearance of width,
enhanced by the peculiar roof treatment.
Indeed, this is a house which Is certain to
attract attention wherever It s bulit, for
it is uncommonly attractive and yet very
ecornomically designed. It Is so propor-
tioned that timbers and trim in stock all
over the ecountry may be used without
waste, thus giving the most house for the
least money.

There I8 a tendency to-day to elim-
inate the front porch, it being considered
much more desirable to have a porch so |
placed as to Insure a certain amount of
privacy so that it will not be a thorough-
This tendency is well carried out
in this house, for the front entrance is
flush with the house, a hood being pro-
vided to protect guests somewhat from
inclement weather while waiting for the
door to be opened.

The porch at the right, which is en-

little house,

lbﬁ- up»nmg uf th-

closed with removable sash for winter
use, which are replaced by screens In
summer. Is quite private, being only
reached from the Inside of the house.
Thus in winter time, for all practical
purposes, it ceases to be a porch and
becomes a part of the house itseif, capa-
ble of being used as much as any room.
If desired, it may even be used as a
breakfast porch, summer and winter, for
direct entrance may be had from the
dining room.

The main entrance of the house leads
into a vestibule or small hall, which is
generally desired In cold climates, as it
prevents draughts from the opened front
door making adjoining rooms temporarily
uncomfortable. A seat and coat closet
are provided, two very desirable features,

The fireplace Is Jocated Iin the living
room at the center of the house, so that
the kitchen rangé may be connected up
to this chimney.

The kitchen -wlill certainly pleass the
wife who must do her own housework,
for it is unusually conveniently laid out.

it

A breakfast nook |s provided, generally '
considered to be the most convenlent ar- |
rangement for taking care of children at
lunch time, and for breakfast, which fs
so0 frequently eatgp in the kitchen. Right
handy is the sink, and alongmide of this
is a dresser whers dishes may be easily
placed as they are washed and dried.
The range is so placed as to permit of
the housewife working at it without |
standing In her own light,

The second etory contalns four bed
rooms, each provided with a good sized
closet, the master's bed room having two. |
Hall space I8 kept at & minimum, and the
bath room s located over the kitchen so
that plumbing costs are kept down,

The cost of this house would be from
$4.600 to $7.000, depending on loeation
and finish. A complete set of working
drawings, Including floor plans, eleva-
tions, and detalls of construction and
trim, may be secured for filve dollars by
addressing FPractical Homes, 14168 Broad- |
way, New York Qity. Ask for Design |

No. 8.

tion industry expect a revival of con-

18 liKely to be nearer to two and a

presented a gala appearance.

Many original and hair raiging
“slunts” were introduced Into the
exihibition. The spectators were
startled when a troupe of horse-
men—and their mounts—entered by
the window; andsthey were roused
to & high pitch of enthusiasm by
the sight of horse after horse be-
ing Jjumped through a flaming
hoop, with pistols and guns being
discharged about their feet.

At the tea dance (eneral Persh-
ing received with Mrs. Rivera, wife
of the commandant; and the ladies
of the post presided in turn at the
tea tables which were gay with
dafiodils and oddly effective yellow
carnations, The hall was decked
with flags, bunting and hranches
of basket willow and a screen of
palms and forsythin marked the
spot where the receiving party
stood, Ijere, too, were grouped
the General's four starred flag and
the colors of the regiments on duty
alt the post.

THE GENERAL DANCES,

GGeneral Pershing soon joined the
dancers, leading off with Miss Julia
Itavenal. Among the guests one
noted the Peruvian Ambassador and
Mme. Pezet, the Serbian Minister
and Mme, Grouiteh, the Polish Min-
ister and Princess Luvomirska, Gen-
eral and Mme. Collardet of the
French embassy; Mrs Francis E.
Warren, Mrs Stephen It Klkins,
Mra. Thomas F. Walsh, Mrs. J. Por-
den Harrlman, Mrs. Julian James,
Mrs, Gieorge Barnett, Mrs, E. H.
Harriman, Mrg. Sarah Lee Phillips,
Mre. Eliphalet Andrews, (Col. and
Mrs. Francis T . A. Junkin, Counteas
Glzyeka and Mrs. Van Santvoord
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New president of the local Young Women’s Christian Association,
who will be the guest of honor at a reception in the administration
The party, which is being given by the members of
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Col. Coleman DuPont arrived In
Washington yesterday and wil]l be at

the Hotel Willard over the week-
end,
——
re., Charles Warren left Wash-
ington yesterday for a short wvisit

with her father, Willlam Bliss, in
SBanta Barbara. 8Shé will return to
this city early in April

i

Mrs. James M. Thomson, daughter
of the late Champ Clark, who haa
been ill since the death of Her father,
left Washington yesterday with her
husband for Bowling Green, Mo,
where she will join her mother, Mra,
Clark,

Post Wheeler, counselor of the
American legation at Stockholm, and
Mrs. Wheeler, who have been passing
part of Mr. Wheeler's leave in Wash-
ington, have gone (o New York ll
visit Mr. Wheeler's parents. -

General Marti, the Cuban delegutd
to the Inaugursl cercmonies, Tave &
dinner last evening at the Shoreham,

e .

Mrs, R. M. Murchison and Mra,
James Norman Hill of New York are
in Washington for a short atay. :

il
The Ohio members of the Asso€ine
tion of Collegiate Alumnae will be

hostesses at the tea on Wednesday
afternoon, March 16, from 4 to 6
o'clock, at the Club House, 1607 H

street. The guests of honor will b®
[ Mrs. Atlee Pomerene, Mrs, Frank BE.
Willis and Mre, Wm. F. McDowelh
]&lrs Edward H, Horton, Miss Kate
. Lee Gregg, Mrs. F. W, Patterson, Mlss
‘Gertrude B, Leonard, Mrs. John J, Nop»
IIl'mn Miss Margaret Lanum, Mrs. L. B
]Torhuno, and Miss Mary Sibley Evans
!will receive the guests, .

The League of American Pen Waoe
men will give a reception tomorrow
afternoon from 4 to 6 o'clock, at the
clubhouse, 1722 H sireet, northwes
in honor of the newly-elected officers
of the Baltimore Auxiliary, of whic
Mrs. Florence Partello Stuart is press
ident. Mrs. Stuart, who is as well
known socially in Washington as im
Baltimore is. the wife of Colonsl
| George ‘W. Stuart, now"statiohed in
| Baltimore, and many of the military
Iset in Washington .wl!l be present
on Sunday affernoon. ° Mrs. Vernon
Kellogg will l.ddma the penwoOmen
apd their friendes on " a subject of
great interest to all in touch with the
reientifie world today. A musical pro-
gram has been.arranged. Mrs, W ile
liam Atherton Du Puy, national presi-
| dent and  the othar national orﬁcerb
will receha the guests. L

Mink “;Alida . _He‘nrlqull will bh
hostehs at the directors® teception

!rml'irl.lo §"'8'¢clock, tomorsrow af-
'ﬂpﬂu Womenr's ' City Clulj
ﬂu. ‘Warner Bayley, Miss Woolew
Hendley, Mrs. Robert K. Nelp

aon, 4Mrs. Bright, and llhc Aline
i Bolomons will assist.
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